
1

SITUATION REPORT NO. 16
INCIDENT NO. 2000-016

DATE: June 28, 2000   TIME:  11:30 a.m.

TO: Governor Edward T. Schafer
State Capitol
Bismarck, N.D.  58505

1. NATURE OF DISASTER: Flooding and ground saturation  – Due to a series of storms
and high water tables, resulting from eight years of consecutive flooding.

2. DEATHS AND INJURIES: No change from previous reports.

3. DAMAGES: Runoff has caused the Red River of the North and its tributaries to rise above
flood stage. River crests have been a few feet above flood stage. Reports from the
National Weather Service (NWS) indicate that these higher levels have not threatened
communities, but floodwaters have inundated low-lying areas and cropland. The Red
River at Grand Forks will crest today at 37.5 feet; flood stage is 28 feet. The river
measured 37.01 feet this morning. Downstream, the Red River at Oslo measured 34.3
feet today; flood stage is 28 feet. Forecasts call for the crest at Oslo to reach 34.5 and 35
feet today or Thursday. In Pembina County, the Red River measured 31.3 feet at Drayton;
flood stage is 32 feet. Forecasters expect the river to rise to 34 feet by June 30. The river
will rise to near the 42-foot flood stage in Pembina by early July. The level measured 33.9
feet this morning.

In Walsh County, backup from the Red River has resulted in the closure of County Road 2
in two locations. Nearby township roads have also been impacted. Forest River
floodwaters have receded from County Road 4, south of Warsaw.

In Pembina County, a homeowner has reported water in the basement of a Drayton
home.

The Spirit Lake Tribal Housing Authority has received reports of floodwaters in
basements, drain fields and sewer problems. New construction areas where
approximately 40 flood-threatened homes were relocated are sinking because of excess
water and drainage problems. Tribal officials are also concerned about homes along
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Road 18 where high winds are washing Devils Lake
floodwaters onto the road. A portion of a hill on N.D. Highway 57 is sliding, creating a
safety hazard. Tribal officials say a long-term assessment and planning effort is needed to
assure protection of 16 homes along N.D. Highway 57, up to 10 homes along BIA Road 4
and two homes along BIA Road 2. In addition, tribal health officials are concerned about
the proliferation of mold and respiratory problems, mosquitoes and rodents. Students at
the Head Start Program at St. Michael’s were relocated to the Fort Totten Center after the
tribal Office of Environmental Health closed the school because of basement flooding.
Sioux Utilities reported that a BIA lift station is running more than usual due to heavy
runoff. Workers cannot reach wetlands or the Fort Totten lagoon because of saturated
conditions caused by heavy rains. Utilities officials are also concerned about continued
erosion around a propane tank and a manhole at the Spirit Lake Casino.
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In Foster County, excessive amounts of rainfall have damaged roads and public
infrastructure in the cities of McHenry and Glenfield. Twenty-nine road damage sites have
been identified. In addition, the McHenry sewage lagoon sustained damages. At Glenfield,
the well, sewage lagoon, streets and baseball complex were also damaged.

4. RESOURCES:

LOCAL: No change from previous reports.

STATE: No change from previous reports.

FEDERAL: No change from previous reports.

5. VOLUNTEER ACTION: The American Red Cross has opened a second Service Center in
the Fargo/Moorhead area. At each location, flood victims may receive assistance with
emergency needs such as clothing, basic household furnishings, work tools and
prescription medications lost in the flood. The locations are at Grants Hall/East Annex at
Concordia College in Moorhead and Agassiz Middle School Cafeteria. Health Services
personnel and crisis counselors will be available at each location. A hotline number, 888-
853-5001, has been established. Since flooding began, the Red Cross has opened four
shelters and served more than 6,837 meals. Almost 2,000 clean-up kits have been
distributed. By June 26, 270 families and individuals had received additional recovery
assistance. More than 100 Red Cross volunteers and staff have assisted with flood-relief
efforts.

The United Methodist Council on Relief to date has assisted 20 homeowners with cleanup
efforts. They have identified other homeowners who need assistance with removing
sheetrock and other flood-damaged belongings.

6. MAJOR ACTIONS: Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) officials announced
on June 27 that North Dakota received a Presidential Major Disaster Declaration, within a
day of Governor Schafer’s request. The declaration, FEMA-1334-DR-ND, covers
damages resulting from high ground water tables, recent storms and flooding and makes
disaster relief available to 18 counties and two Indian Reservations. Residents of the two
reservations and 18 counties are eligible for individual assistance programs to include
grants to help pay for temporary housing, minor home repairs and other serious disaster-
related expenses. Those entities include: Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa and the
Spirit Lake Tribal Reservations, as well as Benson, Bottineau, Cass, Eddy, Foster, Grand
Forks, Griggs, Kidder, McHenry, McLean, Nelson, Pierce, Ramsey, Ransom, Sheridan,
Traill, Walsh and Wells Counties.  All entities above, except Benson and Ramsey
Counties, where Preliminary Damage Assessments have not been completed, are eligible
for cost-share programs for public assistance to repair damage sites and emergency
protective measures. FEMA will pay 75 percent of eligible response costs, the state 10
percent, and local governments 15 percent.  Under the declaration, all North Dakota
counties are also eligible for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.

FEMA Director James Lee Witt named Steve Emory of FEMA Region VIII to coordinate
the federal relief.

Applicant briefings for public officials to discuss Public Assistance Program and the
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) have been scheduled as follows:

July 6, 2:30 p.m.  – Memorial Hall Basement Meeting Room, 224 Avenue SE, Rugby.
Participating counties and tribes include: Turtle Mountain and Spirit Lake Reservations
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and Benson, Bottineau, Kidder, McHenry, Pierce, McLean, Ramsey, Sheridan and Wells
Counties.

July 7, 8:30 a.m. – Fargo Law Enforcement Training Center, 1333 28th Avenue North,
Fargo. Participating counties include: Cass, Kidder, Ransom, Richland and Traill.

July 7, 1:30 p.m. – Good Friends Restaurant, 220 Towner Avenue, Larimore. Participating
counties include: Eddy, Foster, Grand Forks, Griggs, Nelson and Walsh.

Individuals and business owners in the 18 counties and two reservations who sustained
losses can register for assistance by calling (800) 462-9029 or (800) 4627585 for hearing
and speech impaired individuals. The toll-free numbers are available starting today from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. seven days a week until further notice.

On The Spirit Lake Reservation, a pumping effort is underway to divert Devils Lake
floodwaters from flood-threatened roads. Public health nurses are monitoring public safety
and health risks. Residents have been asked to call the Spirit Lake Tribal Housing Office
to report  flood damages.

The city of Drayton has appointed a flood coordinator. City officials are monitoring river
levels on an hourly basis.

Walsh County officials are also monitoring Red River levels. Workers have stocked sand
and sandbags in Minto and Grafton.

In Cass County, the city of Harwood has declared an emergency.

7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED: No change from previous reports.

8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE: No change from previous reports.

9. OTHER: Situation Reports published by North Dakota Emergency Management are
posted on the Division’s Internet home page. The address is: http://www.state.nd.us/dem.

__________________________________

Douglas C. Friez, State Director


